Canadian Association of Cultural Studies (CACS)/

L'Association canadienne des études culturelles (ACÉC)

Biennial conference/ Colloque biennal

Thomson House

3650 McTavish, Montreal

Nov. 4-6, 2011

FRIDAY NOV 4

9:00  Registration—second floor, Thomson House
9:15   Opening Remarks and Welcome –Ballroom 

Panel 1    Friday 9:30-11:15 

Stream A: Cultural and Aesthetic Practice (Room 404)
Memory, trauma, and mourning 

Chair: Kim Sawchuk, Concordia University

Joseph Rosen, Concordia University  “Trauma and Self-Critique in Israeli & Palestinian Cinema: Paradise Now & Waltz with Bashir”
Roger I. Simon, University of Toronto  “Beyond Competitive Memory: Public History, Human Rights, and the ‘Ideas Museum’”
Dr. Chikako Nagayama, University of Toronto “How (not) to Write an Autoethnographic Film Study: Potential in War Remembrance and Mourning”

Stream B: The Future of Cultural History (Room 406)
Representation and Cultural Production

Chair: Sandra Gabriele, Concordia University

Cheryl Thompson, McGill University “Desiring Through Identification: An Historical Analysis of the Icon Aunt Jemima and her Legacy”
Lindsay Thistle, York University “Dramatizing Canadian History: Representations of War on the Canadian Stage From 1960-2010”

Anne MacLennan, York University “Crossing over books and literature on the radio during the 1930s”
Stream C: Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 403)
Feminist posthumanisms and the (im)matter of meaning 

Chair: Claudie Massicotte, The University of Western Ontario

Petra Hroch, Univeristy of Alberta “The Art of Living Gratuitously in an Age of Austerity: New Materialist Posthumanist Feminist Approaches to Sustainable Economic, Ecological and Social Relations”
Claudie Massicotte, The University of Western Ontario “Spiritual Séances, Female Mediumship, and the Technological Bodies of Modernity”

Julie Depelteau, l'Université d'Ottawa “Désubstantialisation et rapiéçage des théorisations de Gloria E. Anzaldúa”
Stream D: Culture, Power and Everyday Life  (Room 405)
Post-Anarchism, Post-Industrialism, and Common Utopias

Chair: Jessica Young, McGill University

Michael Truscello, Mount Royal University “The Concept of Power in Post-Anarchism” 

Duane Rouselle, Trent University “George Bataille’s Post-Anarchism” 

Matthew MacLellan, University of Alberta “Toward a Post-Industrial Aesthetic: Political Immediacy in the Era of Communication and Information Media” 

Sandra Jeppesen, Lakehead University “Free Speech Zones, Chain Link Fences and Cages, and the Black Bloc: Anarchists in Public at the G20 in Toronto, 2010” 

11.15-11.45  Coffee Break--Ballroom
Panel 2: Friday 11:45-1:30

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice  (Room 404)
Photography and the politics of representation

Chair: Chris Richardson, UWO

Krys Verrall, York University and Lisa Wyndels: “Waiting for my Children: Children, Youth and the Problem of Absence”

Chris Richardson, University of Western Ontario: “Photograffiti, Habitus, and Symbolic Violence in Clichy-Sous-Bois”
Constance Carrier-Lafontaine, Concordia University  “Picturing Kanellos the “Riot Dog”: Photographs of Greek Protests and the Taming of Politics”

Masayuki Iwase, University of British Columbia: “Camera Phone and Youth Everyday Resistance: Learning from Japanese Adolescents’ Understanding of McDonald’s”

B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 403)
Mapping Space and History

Chair:  Jonathan Rouleau, McGill University

Lilian Radovac, McGill University “Look Loud: Visualizing Noise in New York City and Beyond”

Morgan Charles, McGill University “Yours Truly, Montreal: Historical Revisionism and the Technologization of Place”

Rafico Ruiz, McGill University “The Labrador Apparatus: Technologies of Social Reform and the Labourer’s Land”

Miles Weafer, York University “Post-Innisian Networks”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 406)
Unsettling memories and re-feeling histories of tolerance 

Chair: Eve Haque, York University

Shaira Vadasaria, York University “Necronationalism: Contested Corpses of Tolerance”

Teresa Chun-Wen Cheng, University of Toronto “Recuperating Wounds: Re-reading emotions and affect into Wendy Brown’s “Wounded Attachments””

Beenash Jafri, York University “Settler Colonialism, Civil Rights and Black Wild Wests”

Ruthann Lee, York University “Portraits of (Un)Settlement: Troubling the Production of Multicultural Masculinities in Canada”

D) Culture, Power and Everyday Life (Room 405)
Utopia and Popular Media Culture

Chair: Celina Van Dembroucke, McGill University

Carolyn Veldstra, McMaster University “Cynically Utopian: Reading the Flat Affect of Ad Discourse” 

Nicholas Holm, McMaster University “Transmogrifying Utopia: Humour, Misrecognition and Utopian Aesthetics in Calvin and Hobbes”

Simon Orpana, McMaster University “‘The World We Knew is Gone’: Zombie Apocalypse and Neoliberal Utopian Vision in The Walking Dead”
Ilona Molnar, York University “‘This Loss is not Death’: Lady Gaga’s Performance of Regeneration”
Lunch 1:30-2:30 (provided for registered participants)—Ballroom
2:30-4:00      Keynote Address (public event); co-sponsored by the Institute for Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies, McGill University –Ballroom
Roderick Ferguson, University of Minnesota

“The Reorder of Things: On the Institutionalization of Difference”

Panel 3: Friday 4:15-6:00

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice  (Room 403)
Understanding spectatorship, art, and popular media

Chair: Miranda Campbell, McGill University

Boyd White, McGill University “Aesthetigrams: Mapping interactions with a sensuous world”

Marusya Bociurkiw, Ryerson University “Guilty Pleasures, Shameful Feelings:  Affect, New Technologies and the Popular”

Ira Wagman, Carleton University “Notes on the Historical Study of Television, Straight from the Unesco Archives “

Mary Elizabeth Luka, Concordia “Experience it live: artistic documentary presentation practices in the National Film Board/Kat Cizek’s “Out My Window” and “Filmmaker-in-Residence”
B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 405)
Distant Reading: Media Histories and Local Newspaper Sources
Chair: Paul Moore

Andrea Schofield, Ryerson University “Distribution and Reception of Birth of a Nation across Canada and the United States”
Emma Doran, Ryerson University “The Visual Spectacle of Dance on Stage and on Screen in the First Year of Cinema”

Jessica Whitehead, Ryerson University “Local Popularity Contests and the Regional Context of Early Movie Stars”

Sean Morton, Brock University “Empire, Identity, and Power: Newspapers and Print Culture in the Atlantic World”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 404)
Feminist Mediations: Keywords

Kate Eichhorn (Moderator), The New School

Jennifer Adese, McMaster University 

T.L. Cowan, University of Saskatchewan/The New School 

Ilya Parkins, University of British Columbia, Okanagan

Jasmine Rault, The New School

Trish Salah, University of Saskatchewan 

D) Culture, Power and Everyday Life (Room 406)

Popular Politics in the Canadian Landscape

Chair: Joseph Sannicandro, McGill University

Kris Erickson & Sara Martel, York University and Ryerson University “Killing Osama, Kissing Kate: Locating Democracy in Canadian Visual Culture” 

Jennifer Henderson, Carleton University “Feeling Better(ment): Third World Canada and change’s private sphere”

Keith Denny, Carleton University “Census and Sensibility”

Book Launch and Reception, sponsored by the McGill Institute for the Study of Canada

 Friday 6:00-7:30 (for registered participants)--Ballroom
Featured Book: Cultivating Canada: Reconciliation through the Lens of Cultural Diversity, edited by Ashok Mathur, Jonathan Dewar and Mike DeGagné (Aboriginal Healing Foundation).

Featured Journal: Topia 25 (with a special section on ‘Feminist Mediations’)

Saturday Nov. 5

Panel 1  9:30-11:15

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice  (Room 403)
Mobility, art, and eco-criticism

Chair: Jill Didur, Concordia University

Owen Chapman, Concordia University “Audio-Mobile: Understanding Eco-territories through Mobile Technologies”
Mél Hogan, Concordia “Mobile Archive” 

Andrew Bieler,  York University “Water, Art, Cityscape: in medias res”

Fenn Stewart, York University “’and all the Horrid graces of the Wilderness itself’: Nature Poetry in the Context of Canadian De/Colonization”

B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 404)
Evidence and Witness

Chair: Joseph Rosen, Concordia University

Carrie Rentschler, McGill University “A Historical Case of Media Witnessing: The 1964 Kitty Genovese Murder”
Lisa Taylor, Bishop’s University “The Ethics of Listening In:  Excavating Response to Residential School Survivor Testimony”

Ayaka Yoshimizu, Simon Fraser University “Ghostly Presence: Urban Legends of Mary and Memory Landscape of Yokohama”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 406)
Canon f**ing and other strategies for transformation: experiments in crip theory, pedagogy, and anti-colonial performance   

Chair: T.L. Cowan, University of Saskatchewan and The New School

Liz Shek-Noble, The University of Sydney “The Erotics of the “Crip” Body in Kathy Acker’s Blood and Guts in High School and Pussy, King of the Pirates”
Bradley High, York University “You Can’t See My Disidentity: Disability, Pain, and (Vis)ability in Crypto”
Soenke Biermann, Southern Cross University, Australia “The Decolonization Challenge: Cultural Studies, Pedagogy and the Settler University”

Margot Leigh Butler, Humanities 101 Community Programme, UBC and Vancouver's Downtown Eastside "HuManifesto: Take the cotton out of your ears, put it in your mouth & listen, listen, listen" 
D) Culture, Power and Everyday Life (Room 405)
The Politics of Everyday Objects

Chair: Alison Fyfe, McGill University

Ondine Park, University of Alberta “The Art of Suburban Retail: Critical utopianism and the Suburban Imaginary”

Danielle J. Deveau, Simon Fraser University “The Production of Everyday Culture”

Emily Raine, McGill University “The Political Economy of Affect in Tipping”

11.15-11.45: Break—Ballroom 

Panel 2: Saturday 11:45-1:30

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice (Room 403)
Art, relationality, and activism 

Chair: Tamara Sandor, McGill University
Laura Thrasher, OISE/UT “Becoming editors: cultural production as an opening for thinking the present”

Amber Dean, McMaster University and Phanuel Antwi, St. Mary’s University 
“Activist Art?: A Cautionary Tale from Hamilton, Ontario”

Rebecca Halliday, York University “Distressed: a critique of waste in contemporary fashion”
B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 404)
Feminist, Queer, and Archive Theory 

Chair: Sandra Gabriele, Concordia University

Bobby Noble, York University “Archiving the Transed Post-Queer: Notes Toward a Genealogy of Feminist Porn”
Lisa Sloniowski, York University “The Collector is Dead: Feminist Archives, Subjectivity and the Question of Provenance” 

Kate Eichorn, The New School “Archival Position-takings: Reinventing Riot Grrrl through the Riot Grrrl Collection”
Aaron Gordon, York University “Archival production: wagers on the future”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 406)
Untimely queer feelings and thinking beyond “better”

Chair: Jasmine Rault, The New School

Jen Gilbert, York University “Bad timing: “It Gets Better” and the problem of pedagogy”
Melissa Carroll, McMaster University “Getting Better One Death at a Time: Loneliness’ Political Secret”

Wendy Peters, Nipissing University “Close the door behind you: Teen sexuality, the closet, and shifting sources of homophobia on post-closet television”
Lunch 1:30-2:30 (for registered participants)—Ballroom 

Keynote Address: Saturday 2:30-4:00 (public event)—Ballroom 

Diana Brydon, University of Manitoba 

“Autonomy, Transnational Literacies, and Planetarity:  Emergent Cultural Imaginaries of Research Engagement”

Panel 3: Saturday 4:15-6:00

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice (Room 403)
Scenes, networks, and community

Chair: Bronwen Low, McGill University

Miranda Campbell, Dawson College “Montreal: City of Strife? Agitation, Negotiation, and Visions of the Scene”
Alexandra Boutros, Wilfrid Laurier University “Nomadic Massive Goes to Haiti: Afro-futurist Mobilization through Hip Hop”

Ger Zielinski, Trent University  “On the Cultural Politics of Community Aesthetics at LGBT Film Festivals” 

Jacqueline Wallace “Yarn Bombing, Knit Graffiti and Underground Brigades: A Study of Craftivism and Mobility”
B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 405)
Media Archeology and Critical Theory

Chair:  Matthias Rémy, McGill University
Simone Natale, University of Torino “Media Fantasy: Placing Imagination in Media History”

Beth Robertson, Carleton University “Science Studies on the Fringe: Materializing Metaphysics along the Frontiers of Knowledge”

John Shiga, McGill University “Past tense: Animal-human relations in postwar interspecies communication research”

Sarah Blacker, University of Alberta “Narrative in/and Science: On the Concept of Race-Specific Medicine”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 404)
Citizen Queer: due process, state apologies, gay porn and other forms of border control  

Chair: Jasmine Rault, The New School

Angela Failler, University of Winnipeg “Not Soft on Terror: Colonial-Masculinist Response to the 1985 Air India Bombings”

Peter Odell Campbell, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign “The Procedural Queer: Substantive Due Process, Equal Protection, and Queer of Color Politics in U.S. and Canadian Constitutional Law”

Sasha Cocarla, University of Ottawa “(In)Visible Queers: Articulations of an Iranian Homonationalism”
     
Evangelos Tziallas, Concordia University “Representations of Arab Men and “Arabness” in Gay Male Pornography Post-9/11”

D) Culture, Power and Everyday Life (Room 406)
Disability and Everyday Life

Chair: Valérie de Courville Nicol, Concordia University

Eliza Chandler, University of Toronto "Crip'n Community"

Rod Michalko, University of Toronto "Blinding the Power of Sight"

Tanya Titchkosky, University of Toronto "Disability as a Living End,"

Saturday, 6-8.30 pm: conference participants have dinner in Montreal

8.30 pm until late: “Cultural Study This!” Cabaret, organized by TL Cowan, Jasmine Rault, and Dayna Macleod, curated and hosted by Dayna Macleod.  

8:00 (doors), 9:00 showtime, after-show DJ opositive.

Venue: Sala Rossa, 4848 Boulevard Saint-Laurent 

Open to the public: tickets (10$) available at the door (provided at registration for conference participants)

SUNDAY NOV.  6

Sunday 10:30-12:00 “Liminal Labours” Plenary Panel on academic labour conditions and equity issues (public event), co-sponsored by TOPIA and the AHCS Speakers’ Series—Ballroom 

Jonathan Sterne (McGill), Malinda Smith (U of Alberta), Bob Hanke (York), Janice Newsom (York), moderated by Alison Hearn (UWO) 

12-12.15 Break—Ballroom 

Panel 1: Sunday 12:15-2:00

A) Cultural and Aesthetic Practice (Room 403)
Media and Urban Life

Chair: Whitney Sherwood, McGill University
Heather Davis, Concordia University & Nathalie Casemajor Loustau, McGill University “Ouvert/Open: Common Utopias” 

Simon Lafontaine, Université du Québec à Montréal “L’instabilité de la “Ville Générique” et les œuvres temporaires d’art public : remarques sur une intervention artistique à Montréal” 

Lalai Manjikian, McGill University “City Rhythms: Politics and Play in Refugee Claimants’ Everyday Life” 

B) The Future of Cultural History (Room 404)
Technologies of Storage and Speed

Chair: Charles Acland

Ryan Diduk, McGill University “Frequencies of Operation: Technology, Culture, 

and the Slow Media Movement”

Dylan Mulvin, McGill University “New media histories and the uses of videotape”

Christine Mitchell, McGill University “Speaking to the Future”

Sheenagh Pietrobruno, Fatih University and McGill University “The Social Archiving of Intangible Cultural Heritage”

C) Feminist and Queer Studies (Room 406)
Protest sluts, lesbian archivists and in-your-face anti-violence: contemporary movements

Chair: Trish Salah, University of Saskatchewan  

Caitlin McKinney, York University  “Online Technologies in the Lesbian Feminist Archive”
Shawna Ferris, University of Manitoba  “The Sex Professionals of Canada’s On-offline Feminist Anti-violence Activism”
Donia Mounsef, University of Alberta  “Babe Theory, Chick-tivists, Protest Sluts and the New Revolutionary Aesthetic”
Eda Acara, Queen’s University “Cultures of Non-violence and Transnational Feminist Ethics”
D) Culture, Power and Everyday Life (Room 405)
Media Encounters

Chair: Greg Brophy, University of Western Ontario

Judith Nicholson, Wilfrid Laurier University “The vote mob is dead. Long live the slutwalk”

Matthew Flisfeder, Ryerson University “The Ideology of New Media, and The Emergence of Žižekian Media Studies in Post-Media Society”

Teresa Heffernan, Saint Mary’s University  "Robotics, Hollywood, and Human Emotion as Special Effect"
Sunday 2:00-3:30 CACS Annual General Meeting and Lunch (provided)—Ballroom 

On behalf of the organizers (Jenny Burman and Alanna Thain) we would like to thank the following people:

All of our stream organizers: Bronwen Low, Jill Didur and Kim Sawchuk (Cultural and Aesthetic Practice); Charles Acland and Sandra Gabriele (The Future of Cultural History); T.L. Cowan and Jasmine Rault (Feminist and Queer Studies); Bart Simon, Valérie de Courville Nicol, Marc LaFrance and Bev Best (Culture, Power and Everyday Life).  

All of our session chairs, plenary participants and keynote speakers.

Our cabaret coordinators: Dayna McLeod, T. L. Cowan, Jasmine Rault and M.E. Luka, all of the artists and the student volunteer stagehands.  

The many student volunteers who donated their time.
Co-sponsored by Media@McGill, Departments of English and Art History, and the Institute for Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies, TOPIA: Canadian Journal of Cultural Studies and the McGill Institute for the Study of Canada.
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